their 25th birthday this year. We commemorate this event with several activities, including invited editorials from Drs. Robert Squire and Ben Trump. Additional guest editorials from international thought leaders in toxicologic pathology will appear in the remaining issues for 1997, exploring the major forces affecting our discipline over time and envisioning the future.
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The size, scope, and complexity of toxicologic pathology has increased dramatically over the quarter century of the Society of Toxicologic Pathologists' existence. The major regulatory agencies have become increasingly unified. The amount of new scientific knowledge and the technology available to aid further understanding of biological systems has exploded. Today, we are in the midst of a technological revolution in genetics and computing equal in impact to the Industrial Revolution.
Substantial consolidation of industry has occurred on a global level. Research and development (R&D) spending is increasing rapidly, with over $174 billion spent in the United States alone in 1996-up over 600% since 
Department of Commerce). Many of us active in the 1970s remember this decade as one in which industry
research was looked at by the academic community as possibly less than robust and probably not pristine. Today, industry attracts many top scientists, and academic institutions are vying for industry collaboration and funding since the majority of R&D funding derives from industry sources. Periods of technological revolution can also result in conditions that would seem unstable to some. Indeed, the period after the end of the Vietnam War appears placid compared to our social environment today. Lifetime associations with a profession continue, but lifetime associations with an institution seem less certain today. Entrepreneurship is on the rise, and new technology is increasingly derived from small or new start-up companies. These times can present exciting opportunities for the toxicologic pathologist. The Editors and Editorial Board are looking forward to the next 25 years with the same degree of commitment and anticipation that existed at the beginning. The opportunities for improving health and life expectancy have never been as promising. The necessity for applying the best science and the best minds to protecting our environment has never been more compelling. The possibilities for our profession and our journal to contribute to this future are both challenging and diverse. CARL L. ALDEN, D.V.M.
Editor

